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WH AT  I S  R I FA?

Football.
Reimagined.
An international robot football championship inspired
by the World Cup. Teams build robots, compete in
official matches, and represent their countries.

An international robot football championship inspired
by the World Cup. Teams build robots, compete in
official matches, and represent their countries.

An international robot football championship inspired
by the World Cup. Teams build robots, compete in
official matches, and represent their countries.

01 MATCHES
Score more goals than the opponent.Score more goals than the opponent.Score more goals than the opponent.

02 INNOVATION PROJECT
Solve a real challenge in football.Solve a real challenge in football.Solve a real challenge in football.
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Event at a Glance

600 OFFICIAL MATCHES
ACROSS THE
CHAMPIONSHIP

20
COUNTRIESCOUNTRIESCOUNTRIES

200
TEAMSTEAMSTEAMS

2,000
COMPETITORSCOMPETITORSCOMPETITORS

24.04.27
FINALS DATEFINALS DATEFINALS DATE

A New World Stage for
Robot Football
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From Building the Robot
to Lifting the Cup

RIFA U18

0101
BUILD
Build the
competition robot.

0202
PREPARE
Test and refine
performance.

0303
REPRESENT
Compete under
your flag.

0404
COMPETE
Progress through
the tournament.

0505
INNOVATE
Solve a real football
challenge.

0606
WIN
Lift the RIFA World
Cup.

THE RIFA JOURNEY
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C A T E G O R Y  O N E

RIFA
U13
Ages 13 and under. Teams operate
their robots by remote control.

C A T E G O R Y  T W O

RIFA
U18
Ages 18 and under. Teams program their
robots to compete autonomously.

Competition Categories
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Teams complete the required field-preparation tasks,
including clearing designated balls, cones, and other field
elements.

Preparation Round

Each team collects balls from its designated ball
dispenser and attempts to score in the opposing team’s
goal.

The Game Challenge

Game Round

Detailed match timing, field rules, scoring, and penalties are
provided in the Official Competition Rulebook.MATCH RESULT — Highest number of valid goals wins.

Two Halves. One Result.

›
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Avoid the black cones

01 — Preparation Round

Collect the white cones

Collect the white balls

Collect the balls from
the dispenser

Score in the opponent’s
goal

03 — Game Round

Game RoundSetupPreparation Round 

02 — Setup

Balls in the dispenser

Cones as defenders

10s Pause

30s Pause
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The Innovation Project

Technology for the Future of
FOOTBALL
01 PROBLEM IDENTIFICATION

Identify a real football challenge.Identify a real football challenge.Identify a real football challenge.

02 TECHNOLOGY-BASED SOLUTION
Design a solution that adds value.Design a solution that adds value.Design a solution that adds value.

03 PROJECT PRESENTATION
Present the challenge, solution, and impact.Present the challenge, solution, and impact.Present the challenge, solution, and impact.

04 PROJECT VIDEO
Submit a video before the deadline.Submit a video before the deadline.Submit a video before the deadline.
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Registration Opens Sep 1, 2026

Registration Deadline Dec 30, 2026

Innovation Project Submission Depends on Country

National Qualifiers Depends on Country

World Cup Innovation Project Submission Deadline Mar 31, 2027

RIFA World Cup Finals Apr 24, 2027

Registration Link rifa-global.com

Key Dates and Registration
Join the Road to RIFA World Cup 26
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Registration
Take Your Place on the World Stage

Build your team. 
Choose your category. 
Compete for the RIFA World Cup.Compete for the RIFA World Cup.Compete for the RIFA World Cup.
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